(/'). The external carotid was cut across about an inch from its origin, and its proximal cut end was occluded by a clot.
| mastoid process, but its extremities were very deep, and the whole of the structures attached to the mastoid process were cut away from it. The patient had lost a quantity of blood, but when he was first seen by Dr (/'). The external carotid was cut across about an inch from its origin, and its proximal cut end was occluded by a clot.
(r). The artery tied by Dr. Perry, and supposed to be the occipital, was the right vertebral torn out from between the atlas and occiput and lying loose in the wound.
(1/). There was general softening of the posterior lobe of the right hemisphere of the brain.
The injury of the vertebral artery was not suspected by myself or any body who saw the wound. The diagnosis of this injury, however, could not have altered the question of treatment which resolved itself into a choice between certain death from haemorrhage involved in a search for the external carotid, and the chance of life afforded by ligature of the common carotid. The patient was a worn-out old man in a state of profound anaemia from haemorrhage, and this undoubtedly determined the softening of the brain which followed the complete closure of all the main arterial channels in the right side of the neck. As regards the condition of the brnin, it is difficult to understand why the right occipital lobe should have been the part to suffer most, seeing that both occipital lobes draw their principal blood-supply from the basilar, and that the inosculating branches of this artery play just as important a part in the nutrition of the anterior lobes as those of the internal carotid do in that of the posterior lobes.
It would be improper to make any other remarks on this case at present. The old man's assailant will shortly be tried for murder, and the points of medico-legal interest will doubtless be enquired into at the trial.
